
 

 

EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS’ MEETING 

 

June 17, 2025 

 

 

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met on this date at 7:00 A.M. at the 

Ephrata Township Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.    

   

Present were Supervisors:          Ty Zerbe  

   Tony Haws  

                        Twp. Manager:   Steve Sawyer  

  Admin Assist:     Jennifer Carvell  

 Bookkeeper:     Valerie Roark 

 Police:      Lt. Matt Randolph 

Engineer:      Jim Caldwell  

        

      

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Clark Stauffer followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS   

There was no one in attendance to provide public comment on an item that 

was not on the agenda.   

   

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to close the Public Comment Period.  The 

motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.   

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to dispense with the reading of the June 3, 

2025 Supervisors’ minutes and to approve them as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.   

 

STAYAPT HOTEL SKETCH PLAN – CRAIG SMITH, RGS ASSOCIATES 

Aaron Bricker from RGS Engineering and the Developer, Shaker Patel were present to present 

the Sketch Plan.  The Board of Supervisors were provided with a copy of the sketch plan, Rettew 

Associates Review Letter dated April, 21, 2025, and the Planning Commission’s 

recommendations from the May 27, 2025 Meeting.  The Developer is pursuing the purchase of 

2.4 acres of land from the Bergstrasse Lutheran Church on Hahnstown Road.  Thirteen (13) acres 

would remain on the Church parcel that includes the cemetery.  The proposed access drive for 

the hotel would align with the LCBC access drive.  The proposed hotel would be four stories and 

is a longer stay hotel chain with rooms that include a small kitchen and living area.  The hotel 

would have 95 rooms and one apartment for the hotel manager.  There is a second exit only 

access proposed that would be connected to the Church’s access drive.  An Access Agreement 

with the Church and an HOP from PennDot will be required as part of the project.  The storm 

water design has not been completed and an NPDES Permit will also be required for the project.   
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The applicant is seeking input from the Board of Supervisors and is requesting that the 

Preliminary Plan Processing Procedures be waived.  The Planning Commission recommended 

postponing action on the waiver request. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to postpone action on the waiver request for Section 305 - 

Preliminary Plan Processing Procedures until the land development plan is reviewed by staff.  

The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.  Aaron Bricker stated that 

postponing action on the waiver was acceptable to the developer.   

 

KEN HESS – REQUEST FOR ECHO HOUSING APPROVAL – DON GOOD, EKC 

CONSTRUCTION  

Ken Hess is requesting permission to construct an addition onto an existing accessory building 

for living quarters for their single daughter.  Manager Sawyer stated that the Township has 

approved similar requests in the past with the condition that an Accessory Dwelling Agreement 

be executed and recorded prior to approving a building permit.  The Agreement will 

acknowledge that the accessory building must be occupied by a family member and not be a 

rental unit in the future. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the accessory building living quarters and garage 

addition as presented conditional upon a recorded Accessory Dwelling Agreement.  The motion 

was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.  

 

ORDINANCE – FIRE COMPANY COST RECOVERY 

At the May 20, 2025 meeting, the Board of Supervisors received a revised Ordinance prepared 

by staff with the requested changes.  Ephrata Borough has adopted a similar Ordinance.  

Manager Sawyer stated that the Fire Company Cost Recover Ordinance as presented has been 

advertised as required and can be acted on by the Board of Supervisors at this time.   

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Fire Company Cost Recovery Ordinance as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously. 

   

The Ordinance will be in effect in 5 business days. 

 

STAFF REPORTS   

Police Department – Lt. Matt Randolph 

Lt. Matt Randolph was in attendance and provided the Supervisors with a summary of the calls 

for service within Ephrata Township for the month of April totaling 384 incidents.  There were 7 

arrests and 19 traffic citations.  In addition, the Supervisors were provided with reports from 

April of 2024 and March of 2025 for comparisons.  The monthly report will be kept on file in the 

office.   
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Manager Steve Sawyer    

• RV Value Mart – Event at Martin’s Grocery Store.  Manager Sawyer stated that on 

June 9, 2025 the Township received calls from local residents regarding activity with 

travel trailers and RV’s in the parking lot of Martin’s Grocery Store.  Manager Sawyer 

contacted Martin’s Country Markets and was informed the Martin’s approved the use of 

their property for a week-long sales event for RV Value Mart. Manager Sawyer stated 

that the Ephrata Police Department was notified and did not have any concerns, but the 

Township was not notified.   Martin’s and RV Value Mart were informed that any future 

special events on the property require Township approval.  A Certificate of Insurance was 

provided prior to the start of the event which is running from 6/13/2025 through 

6/21/2025.  No complaints or issues with traffic have been reported to date.  

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe stating that the Township has no objections to the RV 

Value Mart Event running from June 13, 2025 through June 21, 2025.  A motion was 

seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.  

• Got the Nerve Triathlon in Ephrata-June 22, 2025. Manager Sawyer received an email 

from Jason Chance, Director of RRCA, requesting to use Township roads and a portion 

of the Township’s rail trail for a Triathlon Event scheduled for June 22, 2025 from 

7:30am to approximately 9:30am. The Ephrata Police Department has been notified and 

Fire Police will also be assisting with directing traffic.  A Certificate of Insurance was 

provided. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to not object to the Got the Nerve Triathlon Event’s use 

of the Township’s roads and rail trail subject to the guidelines provided with the Ephrata 

Police Department and the proper traffic control during the event.  The motion was 

seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously. 

• 2025 Road Projects Update.  Manager Sawyer stated that Martin’s Paving completed 

the seal coating last week per the 2025 bid.  The Akron Road Culvert project has been 

completed by AH Moyer and the final payment will be made per the bid agreement.  The 

Akron Road and Parkview Heights Road paving project is projected to be completed 

sometime in July.  The Mohler Church Bridge is in the Engineering Design process for 

the realignment of the bridge.  The bidding for the project is projected to be in 2027 and 

construction in 2028. 

 

Township Engineer Jim Caldwell reported that the following plans/projects are in the review 

process:  

     Jerry Balmer – Land Development Plan 

     Jeff Burkholder – LDP 

     Jonathan Martin  

     StayAPT Hotel – Sketch Plan 

Mark and Loraine Martin – 2nd Dwelling 
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 APPROVAL OF BILLS   

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to accept the list of checks written and to pay any bills pending.  

The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE   

There was no additional information to add to the meeting.                                                                        

 

 A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 A.M.  The motion was seconded 

by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.    

      

 

 

 ___________________________________________   

Clark R. Stauffer   

   

     

___________________________________________   

Anthony K. Haws   

      

 

  ____________________________________________   

J. Tyler Zerbe   


