
 

 

EPHRATA TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS’ MEETING 

 

April 15, 2025 

 

   

The Ephrata Township Supervisors met on this date at 7:00 A.M. at the 

Ephrata Township Office Building, 265 Akron Road, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.    

   

Present were Supervisors:     Clark Stauffer  

           Ty Zerbe  

   Tony Haws  

                        Twp. Manager:   Steve Sawyer  

  Admin Assist:    Jennifer Carvell  

 Bookkeeper:    Valerie Roark 

 Police:     Lt. Matt Randolph 

Engineer:     Jim Caldwell  

        

      

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Clark Stauffer followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS   

There was no one in attendance to provide public comment on an item that 

was not on the agenda.   

   

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to close the Public Comment Period.  The 

motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.   

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A motion was made by Tony Haws to dispense with the reading of the April 1, 

2025 Supervisors’ minutes and to approve them as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.   

   

MARK AND LORRAINE MARTIN - LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN – TOM MATTESON – 

DIEHM AND SONS 

Tom Matteson of Diehm & Sons was present on behalf of the Martins to present the Final Land 

Development Plan to the Board of Supervisors.  The Board of Supervisors were given a review 

letter from Rettew Associates dated March 11, 2025 along with the Ephrata Township Planning 

Commission minutes for their review prior to the meeting.  The Martins own a 26.6-acre farm at 

the intersection of Wood Corner, Lincoln, and Royer Roads.  A portion of the farm is in Clay 

Township.  The Martins are proposing to build an accessory dwelling unit where they will reside.  

One of their children would purchase the farm and live in the main house.  Waivers and 

Modifications are being requested. 
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A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the waiver request for Section 403.A – Plan Scale 

based upon the justification provided.  The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Tony Haws to approve the waiver request for Section 407 – Wetland 

Study based upon the justification provided and based on the condition that a note be added to 

the plan.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the waiver request for Section 602.A.7, 602.G.1, 

602.1, 603.B.1, and 603.C.1 – Road Improvements, Curbing, Sidewalk and Street Trees for the 

Lincoln Road frontage which is a PennDOT road, but to deny and defer the waiver request for 

Royer Road until such time the Township deems necessary.  The motion was seconded by Tony 

Haws and carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Tony Haws to approve the modification request for Section 602.I – 

Driveway Location based on the justification provided.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe 

and carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Final Land Development Plan for Mark and 

Lorrane Martin subject to conditions contained in the Rettew Associates Review Letter dated 

March 11, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously. 

 

EPHRATA COMMUNITY AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION (ECAA) – PROPOSED 

AGREEMENT JAMES GEHMAN, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT ECAA 

The Township received an email from Kevin Wolf, EMS Manager of Ephrata Community 

Ambulance Association requesting that the Board of Supervisors review a proposed Agreement 

by and between Ephrata Township to help protect ECAA from other agencies moving into their 

territory.  ECAA has recently entered into agreements with Ephrata Borough and Akron 

Borough.  James Gehman was present on behalf of the ECAA, because Kevin Wolf was out of 

town.  The Board of Supervisors asked some questions and discussed some concerns with some 

of the language in the proposed agreement prepared by ECAA’s attorney.  Ephrata Township is 

requesting ECAA to provide the final approved agreements between ECCAA and Ephrata 

Borough and Akron Borough along with their fee schedule for review.   

 

A motion was made by Tony Haws authorizing staff to review the finalized agreements between 

ECCAA and Ephrata Borough and Akron Borough and to make the suggested changes as 

discussed for future review.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously. 

   

STAFF REPORTS   

Police Department – Lt. Matt Randolph 

Lt. Matt Randolph was in attendance and provided the Supervisors with a summary of the calls 

for service within Ephrata Township for the month of March totaling 362 incidents.  There were 

10 arrests and 12 traffic citations.  In addition, the Supervisors were provided with reports from 

March of 2024 and February of 2025 for comparisons.  The monthly report will be kept on file in 

the office.   
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Lt. Randolph added that the Middle Creek Search and Rescue reached out to EPD.  The training 

is scheduled for Friday, April 18, 2025 from 9pm to 12:30am. 

 

Manager Steve Sawyer    

• Resolution – Maximum Allowable Local Limits of Pollutants For Industrial Sewer 

Users.  Manager Sawyer stated that Ephrata Borough has notified all of the 

municipalities that send sewer to the Borough sewer plants that the allowable local limits 

of pollutants for industrial sewer users must be updated to match the new DEP permits.  

Pursuant to the inter-municipal agreement for such treatment with the Borough of 

Ephrata, Ephrata Township has adopted an Ordinance to enforce the Industrial pollutants 

within the Township.  Ephrata Township Ordinance No. 253 includes language that the 

maximum allowable local limits of pollutants can be updated by Resolution.  The 

proposed resolution was provided prior to the meeting for the Supervisors to review and 

staff recommended approval. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to approve the Resolution to Revise the Maximum 

Allowable Local Limits of Certain Pollutants for Industrial Users set forth in Ephrata 

Township Ordinances #151, 160, 233 and 253 as presented by staff.  The motion was 

seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.     

• Joint Municipal Bids – Seal Coating and Line Painting Bids.  Manager Sawyer 

provided the Board of Supervisors with the 2025 Joint Municipal Bid Tabulation from the 

April 8, 2025 East Earl Township Board of Supervisors’ Meeting.  The lowest bidder for 

each category was awarded the bid by East Earl Township.  Ephrata Township 

participated in two (2) categories - seal coating and line painting.  Manager Sawyer 

recommended awarding the seal coating bid to Martin Paving and the line painting bid to 

A-1 Traffic Control.   

 

A motion was made by Tony Haws to award the 2025 Joint Municipal Bid for Seal 

Coating in the amount of $45,577.82 to Martin’s Paving and for line painting in the 

amount of $28,918.20 to A1 Traffic Control.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and 

carried unanimously.   

• Martindale Road Resident – Request to Prohibit Engine Brake Retarders.  Manager 

Sawyer stated that a letter was received from a Township resident on Martindale Road 

near the Division Highway intersection.  The reason for the letter was to request that the 

Township consider prohibiting brake retarders in that area. Manager Sawyer stated that 

the Township has received similar requests from other areas of the Township, but Ephrata 

Township currently does not have any areas where engine brake retarders are prohibited.  

Manager Sawyer stated that PennDOT must approve prohibiting engine brake retarders 

on both state and local roads since they are considered a safety feature.  

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe directing staff to send a letter to the Township resident 

recommending that they make the same request to PennDOT for approval as it is a state 

road and needs their approval.  The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried 

unanimously. 
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• Resolution – Disposition of Records.  Staff prepared a Resolution for 

the Disposition of Township Records.  The proposed disposition of 

Township records is in accordance with the PA Records Manual.    

 

A motion was made by Tony Haws to approve the disposition of 

Township records as identified by the Resolution presented and 

recommended by staff.  The motion was seconded by Ty Zerbe and 

carried unanimously. 

• Youth Conservation School – Supervisors Zerbe.  Ty Zerbe provided a copy of a 

brochure of an annual summer camp hosted by the Lancaster County Conservation 

District called “Youth Conservation School”.  Supervisor Zerbe stated that it is an 

excellent program for students ages 14 to 16 years of age.  Interested participants must 

complete an application to attend the camp.  The student is required to pay a $25.00 

application fee if selected and organizations can become a sponsor of the school for 

$150.00. 

 

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe approving the Ephrata Township sponsoring a student to 

attend the Youth Conservation School at a cost of $150.00.  The motion died for a lack of 

a second.  The Board discussed the reason for not becoming a sponsor is that the school 

is limited in size and the participants are selected by the Lancaster County Conservation 

District, so the program may not be available to all interested Ephrata Township 14 to 16 

year-olds. 

 

Township Engineer Jim Caldwell reported that the following plans/projects are in the review 

process:  

   Mark and Lorraine Martin Land Development Plan 

   Allen Auker – SWMP Asbuilt Plan Review 

   Bergstrasse Lutheran Church – Hotel Sketch Plan 

                  

APPROVAL OF BILLS   

A motion was made by Ty Zerbe to accept the list of checks written and to pay any bills pending.  

The motion was seconded by Tony Haws and carried unanimously.   

   

CORRESPONDENCE   

There was no additional information to add to the meeting.                                                                        

 

 A motion was made by Tony Haws to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 A.M.  The motion was 

seconded by Ty Zerbe and carried unanimously.    
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 ___________________________________________   

Clark R. Stauffer   

   

     

___________________________________________   

Anthony K. Haws   

      

 

  ____________________________________________   

J. Tyler Zerbe   


